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Task of the Church / Nurture of God’s People      Jose France Martinez

                        Lecture 1

Title: Introductory Perspectives

Purpose: To instruct the hearers of what the advocacy of God’s word, which is a church’s task, involves.

Introduction 
1.
In this once-every-two month’s theological module, we are addressing the subject of the church’s tasks.

2.
The Lord Jesus Christ is the Head of the church. As the Head of the church, He has authorized and equipped the church to fulfill certain tasks. And what are those tasks? The guiding principle here is that the church does what the church is. 
3.
In our first module, we have identified (with the help of Pastor Nichols) what those tasks are from the Bible: 1) The Worship of God. 2) The Advocacy of God’s word. 3) The Nurture of God’s People 4) The Benevolence for the Needy of God’s people 5) The Discipline of the Unruly among God’s people 6) The Prayers for God’s Kingdom 7) The Performance of the Covenantal Signs – Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.

4.
In our previous two modules, we have dealt with the first two tasks of the church – the worship of God and the advocacy of God’s word. Now, we move to consider the third – the nurture of God’s people.
5.
Now, by way of introduction, I wish to underscore two things about the nurture of God’s people. 

Trans:
First...

I.
THE BIBLICAL BASIS OF THIS TASK

A.
We have already touched on this in our first module. But let me just review it quickly and expand a little bit on it. 

B.
In identifying the task of the church, remember the principle that the church does what the church is. And what is the church? It is not only the living temple of God, and therefore, it must worship God. It is not only “the pillar and foundation of the truth”, and therefore, it must advocate God’s word. The church is also the “body” of Christ, and the household or family of God. Therefore, it is the duty of the church to nurture itself in love.  
C.
And this is something that needs to be emphasized because it is easy for a church to become so absorbed with reaching out the lost that it forgets to nurture those who have been found. It is so easy for a church to become so busy with the salvation of sinners that it forgets about the preservation, growth, sanctification, and ultimate glorification of the saints. 
D.
But if you look at the Epistles in the New Testament, what is its focus? The preservation, growth, sanctification, and the completed salvation of the saints or glorification. The NT letters are not evangelistic tracts addressed to unbelievers. They are addressed to the saints in churches and were designed for their preservation, growth, sanctification, and completed salvation. 
F.
And when we look at the commission that Jesus gave His disciples, what did He say to them? Mat 28:19-20 (READ). Making disciples by preaching the gospel is just the beginning of the great commission. But those who have been made disciples are not only to be baptized but also to be taught to observe all the Jesus commanded His original disciples. 
Trans:
But having said something about the biblical basis of this task of nurture, I wish to point out secondly....
II.
THE TWO DIMENSIONS OF THIS TASK 
A. When we look at this task of nurturing God’s people, it is clear that it has two dimensions. We have both Pastoral nurture and Congregation nurture.
B. Nowhere is this thought brought out more clearly than in Eph 4:11-16 (READ).

1. In v. 11, we are told that the risen and exulted Christ has given to His church ministers of God’s word – apostles and prophets, who’s teachings are now preserved in the NT – evangelists, who were apostolic delegates to churches prior to the close of the apostolic era and before the completion of the NT – and also mentioned are pastors and teachers, who labor in local churches even to the present generation. 
2. Now, why did the Lord Jesus give ministers of His word to His church? 
a.
V. 12 (READ). The Lord gave to His church ministers of His Word in order to equip the saints? Equip the saints for what? For the work of service. And what is the end in view of this work of service? To the building up of the body of Christ. 
b.
Then Paul expands on this in v. 16 (READ). 

3. So here, we see two dimensions of the nurture of God’s people – pastoral nurture, the equipping of the saints by God-given ministers of His word for the work of service; and congregational nurture, the work of service done by the saints for the building up of the body of Christ. Christ gave men as servants of His word, so that through their ministry the saints will be equipped for the work of service that they must perform for the building up of the church in love. 
C. Now, based on this text, we will organize our study of the church’s task of nurturing itself in love under two categories – Pastoral Nurture and Congregational Nurture. 
Outline: 
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Pastoral Nurture

    - The Ministry of God’s Word

      - The Necessity

      -  The Dual Sphere

   -  Intercessory Prayer for God’s People

Congregational Nurture

  - General
  - Specific
